One World Media – Pre-Production Security Questionnaire template

OPTIONAL COVER LETTER

Dear [insert name], 

Please read this document carefully. As part of preparing for our production [insert name] I have to complete a security assessment of the areas we will be filming in. This needs to be accurate and realistic – as my assessment forms the basis of our personal and production insurance.

Here is a list of security questions. If you could give complete answers to these it will be very helpful. I suspect that some of the questions are not relevant to [insert name of city], or the regions of [insert names] that we will be visiting, but I need to ask and get answers to show due diligence to our insurers and employers.

We need to know about the security issues affecting the main areas that we are expecting to travel to: [insert name], any rural areas of [insert name] we need to visit [insert specific examples].
The answers to these questions form the basis of an important document called a Security Protocol – it tries to identify problems that might interfere with filming on location and steps that can be taken to avoid or reduce the severity of those problems. Without it, [insert name of broadcaster, agency or body] will not allow the commission to proceed.

Many thanks for your help in this matter.
Yours sincerely,

[insert name]
SECURITY QUESTIONNAIRE – TO BE DELIVERED ORALLY OR IN WRITING
1: What is the general security atmosphere like for foreign nationals in the urban and rural areas we will be visiting? [insert any relevant details about the nationalities, gender of ethnicity of the crew].

2: What should we expect when filming in terms of local reaction, hostility, curiosity etc (for example: mobbed by hordes of children, armed robbery for equipment, etc)?

3: Are there any local customs or sensitivities to be aware of (for example filming women, ethnic minorities, issues specific to traditional religious beliefs, etc)?

4: Is there any history or any recent incidents of threatening or violent behaviour towards foreign/European and/or local journalists or TV crews?

5: Is there any history or recent incidents of threats or violence towards foreigners in general that could specifically endanger the production?
6: Are there any problems with (armed) robbery, muggings, banditry in the urban and rural areas we will be visiting?
7: Are there any issues with local travel or health to be aware of?

8: Have there been any incidents of kidnapping? Please answer this question in as much detail as possible. Are there any examples of foreign TV crews being targeted for kidnapping, and what were the circumstances of their capture and release?
9: What is the attitude of local government officials, the Police and Armed Forces towards foreign TV crews? Is there any history of problems? What advice do you have to overcome these issues?
10: Is the bribery of officials commonplace/necessary? Is it effective? At what level? And what cost?
11: Are there specific issues surrounding security while filming the [insert relevant specific areas]?

12: Are there specific problems posed by weather and the environment?
13: Have any foreign press been injured or harmed in any way by either gangs, the police or other groups while filming (for example caught in cross fire, attacked by gangs/armed groups)?
14: Are there any specific health threats to be aware of?

15: Is it advisable for the crew to wear bullet proof vests while filming [insert specific example if required – for example in the slums or with the police]?

16: Other issues specific to filming in the urban and rural areas we will be visiting [insert specifics if required – for example landmines]?

END
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