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Stories shape our world. It matters how they’re told.
We support journalists and filmmakers globally to tell stories that 

inform and connect us all.

We’ve had a big year at One World Media with lots of exciting changes and developments. As 
the world moves into a different phase of the pandemic, and while 2021 had its own challenges 
compared 2020, we’ve learnt how important it is to stay adaptable and innovative. This is 
reflected in how we’ve responded to our global community of filmmakers and journalists, 
organised events and programmes and continued to grow One World Media’s presence, online 
and in person. 

The year was marked with a successful edition of the annual Awards, which was virtual for the 
second year. But this meant many of our partners from around the world could be part of the 
event. Twenty fellows started reporting from 18 countries as part of our Fellowship to support 
new and emerging talent. And in 2021, we saw five of our GSDF filmmakers from 2020 get 
commissioned by major international media outlets. We welcomed a new Acting Director, Jon 
Snow became our patron and Maria Ressa, who’s media outlet won a One World Media Award 
in 2020, received a Nobel Peace Prize. 

At One World Media we care deeply about who gets to tell their story and how. We are 
committed to championing unheard international stories that have balanced narratives, which 
break down stereotypes or present solutions, examples of leadership and moments of hope.

“The last year has presented journalists and filmmakers reporting from the global south with 
unique challenges.  I’m proud that One World Media has continued to amplify underreported 
stories which increase understanding and hold power to account.”  Victoria Bridges, One World 
Media Acting Director
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We seek out and champion aspiring filmmakers and journalists covering underreported stories.

AIM: Build the capacity of emerging filmmakers and journalists covering stories from and about the 
global south on their path to establishing themselves in the media industry.  

WE CHAMPION

“The OWM Fellowship remains one of the best 
opportunities ever presented to me. The workshops have 
been mind opening and we have seen our documentary 
grow from a simple idea to a well rounded work of art, 
telling the stories we envisioned… I see myself able to tell 
more African stories confidently and giving them justice.” 
Karanja Ng’endo, Fellowship Alumni

“Thank you for organising the OWM workshops. 
The content and speakers are helpful and inspiring! 
I appreciate navigating the current affairs short-doc 
industry while supported by like-minded journalists and 
filmmakers, senior gurus and a powerful organisation.”

A One World Media Workshop attendee

The Fellowship is a core programme supporting an 
international cohort of emerging journalists and filmmakers 
each year.  We welcomed 20 Fellows from 18 countries, 
with a new initiative allowing us to provide ten dedicated 
places for journalists from and based in countries across 
Africa in film, print, multimedia, photography and audio. 

Each fellow receives a bursary of £1,000 in addition to 
invaluable one-to-one mentoring including training on 
safety, story development, data verification and pitching. 
Our monthly group video check-ins provide peer support 
and community building. 

This year, we hosted an online screening of short docs in 
partnership with Bertha DocHouse, showcasing our fellows’ 
films from Jordan, Brazil, Mexico and Russia. We have also 
launched our Alumni Network, to connect and leverage our 
growing network of alumni around the world.

Image: Alizeh Kohari reported about the Pakistani fishing community

Image:  Shari Petti reporting from Trinidad and Tobago

Reworking how we deliver training, we introduced a 
series of online sessions that will be a regular part of 
our programming. Our three-week online workshop 
— The Essential Guide to International Reporting — 
provided skills to engage global audiences, from crafting 
and pitching a story to preparing for international 
productions. One collaboration was a workshop in 
Malawi as part of the EU Film Festival in Lilongwe.

We also launched a free online course — International 
Reporting: The Essential Toolkit — with the Thomson 
Foundation, to encourage consistent, widely accessible 
learning. 

Image: Hermine Virabian reported about Yazidi women who have chosen to 
go to university instead of marrying young



We build connections between emerging and established players in the industry. 

AIM: Bring together a global network of filmmakers, journalists, commissioners and NGOs that 
support one another to produce media that empowers citizens, promotes justice and fosters 

social change.

“One of the BEST and most formative experiences 
I’ve had as an emerging filmmaker. From the 
communication and organization of the OWM team 
to the kindness, creativity, and passion of my fellow 
filmmakers this was an 11/10 experience! I’m leaving 
the forum as a confident filmmaker, with tools to present 
my ideas (not just this project but others, too!), and with 
industry contacts that are truly invaluable.”

Madeline Finkel, reporting from Argentina

“There was so much I thought was excellent. It really 
challenged me to think about ideas of objectivity 
differently, how to balance interesting/important and 
how attitudes about Africa are based on myths that can 
be challenged by data. That was music to my ears”

Mariam Sharp, Director - Cultural SIX; Global 
Reporting Summit Attendee

The fourth edition of Global Short Docs Forum was 
attended online by 14 filmmakers and 10 platforms 
including ARTE, AJE, BBC, CBC and VICE, looking for 
short docs around the world. Filmmakers developed and 
pitched their stories, ranging from Turkey to Philippines, 
from South Africa to Argentina. 

In 2021, we saw five of our GSDF filmmakers from 2020 
commissioned by major international media outlets. 
Three are in post-production, two released in 2020.

As we attempt to gradually return to in-person events, we 
still hosted lively online sessions to keep our community 
connected and engaged.

We are proud to have brought back the Global Reporting 
Summit, expanded with international keynotes. This was 
followed by the ‘Feeling the Heat’ webinar, as part of the 
COP26 Resilience Hub, to discuss the role of the media 
in drawing attention to the impact of climate change 
across Africa and the challenges of reporting about 
global warming. We also hosted a discussion on How 
To Defend Media Freedom at City University in London 
at a time when several journalists around the world face 
persection for holding truth to power and doing their 
jobs.  
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WE CONNECT

Image: Still from Lydia Matata’s GSDF project, filming in Kenya

Image: Panelists at our Media Freedom event in November 2021

Our IGTV Series ‘OWM in Conversation’ continues to be a 
space for intimate discussions. We ended 2021 speaking 
to former fellow and award winner, Carlotta Dotto, 
about her story of women in rural Sengal who are using 
creative farming methods to save their villages.

Our alumni, who often host these sessions, contribute 
insights and talent at an event that is aimed at early-
career storytellers.

Marina Shupac’s film Last Chance for Justice was 
broadcast on BBC Our World in February 2021 and won 
an OWM Award in the Short Film and Student Awards 
categories in June 2021. 

Prashun Mazumdar‘s short documentary, India’s COVID 
Warriors, co-directed by Suyash Shrivastava, was 
broadcast by AJE’s 101 East in June 2021.



THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
One World Media is made possible by the support of our growing network of filmmakers, 

journalists, commissioners and supporters worldwide.

We celebrate underreported stories that break down prejudice and connect cultures.

AIM: Encourage and recognise excellence in media coverage that reinforces the importance of 
authentic and accurate narratives from and about the global south. 
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WE CELEBRATE

For the second year, the annual One World Media 
Awards were online, including a digital exhibition 
which we introduced in 2020 that opened doors to an 
international audience. 

More than 280 people watched the ceremony live and 
the livestream video has now been viewed more than 
900 times from across 60 countries. The exhibition 
received 2000 unique pageviews from 93 countries in 
the first week of launching.

The applications featured a wide variety of necessary 
journalism. Filmmaker Estêvão Ciavatta’s documentary, 
Amazon Undercover, which shines a light on the 
menace of deforestation in the Amazon, won the 
Environmental Impact Award and Liz Oliva Fernández 
won the Popular Features Award for her on-the-ground 
film on what life in Cuba is like, as told by a Cuban. 

The Awards are a reminder that while news of the 
pandemic has dominated headlines for so long, there 
are still so many human stories that need urgent global 
attention. Each year, the Awards are an opportunity to 
celebrate the talent and creativity of filmmakers and 
journalists all over the world to bring these stories to 
life, despite the odds. 

“It’s an honour to receive this award, particularly when 
the pandemic has posed such serious challenges 
to global news coverage. As governments around 
the world impose greater restrictions on the media, 
revealing what is going on behind the scenes has 
become more vital than ever. Thank you to the One 
World Media Awards for continuing to recognise 
unreported stories from the Global South.”

‘“I dedicate this award to fellow journalists everywhere 
who work under harsh conditions to help people and 
make their voices heard in all honesty.”

Fateh Al Rahman Al-Hamdani, New Voice Award 
winner 2021

Image: One World Media Award winners

Image: A still from Sam Soko’s film, Softie, which won the Feature 
Documentary  Award in 2021
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Drew Ambrose, Al Jazeera, IJOY winner 2021


